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Book IReviewB. 



Notes on Epistles of St. Paul from Unpublished Commentaries. By the late J. 
B. Lightfoot, D.D., D.CL, LL.D., Lord Bishop of Durham. Pub- 
lished by the Trustees of the Lightfoot Fund. New York : Macmillan 
& Co., 1895. Pp. ix + 336. Price, $3.25. 

One of the permanent regrets of New Testament students has been the 
incompleteness of Bishop Lightfoot's publications upon the New Testament 
books. In many respects the greatest biblical scholar of his own generation 
in England, and preeminently the defender of the conservative view of the 
New Testament history and literature, his works are regarded by Christians 
as nearly authoritative as the work of any single scholar can be. Yet, not- 
witstanding his great ability and influence, he actually published but four com- 
mentaries upon New Testament books, and those four were of the shorter 
Epistles of Paul, namely, upon Galatians, Philippians, Colossians and Philemon. 
His other great contribution to the study of Christianity was his exhaustive 
work in five volumes upon the Apostolic Fathers. 

That he had in mind to do more in the way of commentary upon the New 
Testament books appears from the volume before us, in which there have been 
gathered up for publication the notes and material which would have formed 
the foundation for commentaries upon Paul's earlier and greater epistles. 
These notes contain the analysis and interpretation of the two epistles to the 
Thessalonians entire, the first seven chapters of the First Epistle to the Corin- 
thians, the first seven chapters of the Epistle to the Romans, and the first 
fourteen verses of the Epistle to the Ephesians. Only the last named portion 
was given its present form by Bishop Lightfoot ; his next published commen- 
tary, had he lived, would have been upon Ephesians, and he had completed 
his notes upon ch. 1:1-14, as we have them here. The notes upon the other 
epistles were only such as the author had used in his university lectures at 
Cambridge upon the Pauline writings, supplemented by the notes which cer- 
tain of his students had taken down as his lectures were delivered. The 
editor of this volume, Mr. J. R. Harmer, had therefore a difficult task, but he 
" feels confident that the result may be accepted as representing with fair 
accuracy the Bishop's actual words," as he says in his introductory note. 

In spite of this fragmentariness, and all the disadvantages which attended 
the publication of these notes, the volume containing them is by far the most 
valuable of those which have been published by the Trustees of the Lightfoot 
Fund since the renowned scholar's death. If one stops but for a moment to 
think how important are the chapters which are here commented on, the 
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volume will appear quite as important as any other of his works, and perhaps 
more important, since it partly covers so large and vital a portion of the New 
Testament. No text is presented, as that part of the work had not been 
done, but much study of the text is apparent in the notes. Of great interest 
and value are the long and special discussions upon the significant terms of the 
epistles. Two indexes, one of the Greek words discussed in the volume, the 
other of the subjects, contribute much to the use of the book. The small 
size of type used has made it possible to give a very great deal of matter 
within the compass of the 336 pages, and it is matter which no one studying the 
early Epistles of Paul can afford to pass by. The volume must be put upon 
the shelf for use beside the other works of Bishop Lightfoot, all of them of 
the highest and most permanent value. 

C. W. V. 



Life in Ancient Egypt, described by Adolph Erman, translated from the 
German by H. M. Tirard. Macmillan & Co., London and New York, 
1894. 

Since 1837, when Sir Gardner Wilkinson published his Manners and 
Customs of the Ancient Egyptians, no attempt at a systematic study of the 
subject had been made, until the above book by Erman appeared (in 1885) in 
Germany. 1 Even the layman can form some idea of what a wealth of 
material Wilkinson has treated ; to treat this vast mass of material in the 
light of most recent investigation was the Herculean task which Erman 
set for himself. Having already shown the existence of great periods 
sharply distinguished, in his grammatical work, it was natural that he 
should conduct these investigations on the same basis. In this work he was 
obliged to begin entirely upon his own resources, having no predecessors 
from whose work he might profit. Thus, while Wilkinson speaks, for exam- 
ple, of the costume of the ancient Egyptian, without any distinction of time, 
Erman speaks of the costume of the old empire, of the middle empire or of 
the new empire, as the case may be ; for he has shown that a nobleman of the 
fourth dynasty appearing on the streets of Thebes in the time of Rameses II. 
(XIX dyn.) would, by his quaint and antique costume, excite as much com- 
ment as a courtier of Elisabeth upon our own streets. All the material 
treated is distinguished in the same way. Thus Erman's book becomes a 
history of culture in ancient Egypt, and as such introduces so much of the 
history itself, that it offers a complete survey of the entire Egyptian field. 

Its appearance, owing to the fundamental character of many of the results 
presented, was epoch-making. One could not turn a half dozen pages with- 
out coming upon an important fact, which was new both to the Egyptologist 
and to the layman. Thus, that dim and distant period, the old empire 

1 Aegypten und Aegyptisches Leben im Alterthum, geschildert von Adolph Erman, 
Tubingen, 1885. 



